
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Floods and landslides killed 

20 people in North Sulawesi 

in February. About 4,220 

houses were damaged, 

3,832 people were 

temporarily displaced.   

 

• Floods killed three people 

and temporarily displaced 

around 9,923 persons in 

Riau in February. 

 
• Floods killed three people 

and displaced around 1,145 

families from six sub-districts 

Jayapura District, Papua in 

March. 

 
• Communities affected by 

disasters continue to receive 

support from three  

HRF-funding projects. 

 

FIGURES 

Natural disasters 
(February and March) 

Natural disasters  180 

Total affected 
population 

115,700 

Casualties 96 

 

 

Disaster incidence and impact fell as 
severe wet season draws to close 

Flooding affected more than 60,000 people across Indonesia 

High rainfalls and extreme weather forecast by the Meteorology, Climatology and 
Geophysics Agency (BMKG) continued to wreak havoc over the past two months, but the 
number of events and their humanitarian impact is much less than December 2012 and 
January 2013. Flooding was the main cause of humanitarian emergencies with thirty-
three flood events in February and 28 in March affecting or displacing 67,242 people, 
including 22 people killed or missing. Flooding damaged or inundated close to 10,347 
houses, and nine bridges were damaged temporarily isolating several communities.

1
 DKI 

Jakarta, Papua, East Java and South Kalimantan were the worst-affected areas.  

BMKG has also reported an early end to the 2013 wet season raising concerns that a 
longer dry season will mean Indonesia experiences more forest fires and hot spots.  

                                                      
 
1
 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subsequent 

revisions by the Government.   
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February and March 

2013 recorded lower 

disaster impact ratio 

Whirlwinds account for 

nearly a third of natural 

disasters in February 

and March 2013 

Landslides 

Heavy rainfall also contributed to a high number of landslide events in populated areas. 
Thirty-nine people were killed or missing in 35 landslides in February-March 2013. 
Separately, in five incidences where landslides were triggered by flooding in populated 
areas, twenty-nine people were killed or missing and 502 people injured. North Sulawesi 
and Papua were the worst-affected areas. 

Whirlwinds 

Whirlwinds accounted for nearly a third of disaster events in February-March 2013. Most 
of the whirlwinds, and the most severe, occurred in February and numbers tapered off in 
March. Six people were killed or missing, 18 reported injured and some 3240 houses 
were damaged during the two-month period. Southeast Sulawesi, East Nusa Tenggara 
and Gorontalo were the worst-affected areas.   

Drastic disaster impact ratios in February-March 2013 

February-March 2013 recorded a significantly lower disaster-impact ratio of 1:643; a 
fraction of the 1:6,069 recorded for January 2013. In February-March 2013 180 disaster 
events affected 115,700 people compared with 119 disaster events affecting 57,895 
people in February-March 2012, a disaster impact ratio of 1:486.  

Volcanoes 

Mt Rokatenda, in East Nusa Tenggara, erupted on 3 February displacing 80 people and 
again on 23 and 24 March displacing 528 people when homes and businesses in several 
villages were covered in thick ash. The volcano erupted again on 31 March, but there 
were no humanitarian consequences. Mt Dieng also erupted on 31 March, spewing 
poisonous carbon dioxide and sulphur dioxide into the air. There were no humanitarian 
consequences, but Mt Dieng was upgraded to an Alert Level III status on 27 March. As of 
March there are now six Alert Level III (eruption possible in the near future) volcanoes: Mt 
Dieng, Mt Lokon, Mt. Ijen, Mt. Rokatenda, Mt.Raung and Mt. Karangetang. Mt Guntur has 
been downgraded to Alert Level II (increasing unrest but no eruption imminent) status. As 
of March there are now 17 Alert Level II volcanoes and 125 Alert Level I (no eruption in 
foreseeable future) volcanoes. As of March there are no Alert Level IV (major eruption 
within 24 hours) volcanoes. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Rajan Gengaje, Head of Office, gengaje@un.org, Tel. (+62) 21 3141308 ext. 215 
Andrew Farquhar, Reporting Officer, farquhar@un.org, Tel. (+62) 811 910 5847 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://indonesia.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

Government of 

Indonesia hosts 

meeting with regional 

neighbors to discuss 

disaster management. 

Earthquakes 

There were 21 moderate earthquakes in February and another seven in March. Most 
were between 5.0 and 5.5 on the Richter Scale, according to BMKG, but there was a 
magnitude 6.2 quake that struck southeast of Southwest Maluku. There were no reports 
of casualties or damages. None of the earthquakes had the potential for a tsunami event. 

Disaster Response and Preparedness  

Focus remains on raising disaster response capacity  

The Government continues to respond to various humanitarian emergencies sufficiently 
by providing emergency relief and support to affected communities. Overall, Government 
response is gradually improving as a result of capacity raising initiatives. No international 
assistance has been requested in response to natural disasters events occurring in 
February and March 2013, beyond international support of ongoing efforts to improve 
disaster preparedness capacity. This is where the Government has focused its efforts, 
along with building relationships with regional neighbors on emergency management. 
 
The Government met with regional neighbors to discuss disaster management and 
enhancing resilience with regional neighbors when it hosted APEC’s annual Emergency 
Preparedness Working Group meeting. On 21-22 August BNPB will host the Senior 
Disaster Management Officials’ Forum in Bali.   
 
A series of national workshops were held to improve the way the inter-ministerial Rapid 
Response Team works with local authorities to coordinate disaster response and 
management. Disaster response effectiveness was also improved through the completion 
of the Incident Command System Training of Trainers series (ICS ToT). Twenty-eight 
participants from government, military, national and international organizations took part 
in the workshops series which were hosted by BNPB, with support from USAID.  
  
The Government is working with universities to develop a better understanding of 
Indonesia’s experience with disasters events. BNPB held a national workshop in March 
for research into disaster management ahead of preparations to develop the Disaster 
Management National Plan (2015-2019). Twelve universities have signed the MOU with 
BNPB to conduct research on: tsunami, abrasion and extreme wave, earthquake, 
extreme weather, forest fire, flood, landslide, industrial accident, volcano, erosion, 
drought, and epidemic. With the increased education budget up to 20% of the State 
Budget, research will have more attention from the universities. 

Funding 
In February, a mission from the Funding Coordination Section visited Indonesia to 
conduct a comprehensive review and follow-up on the management and operation of the 
Humanitarian Relief Fund (HRF).  The mission met with UN Resident Coordinator / 
Humanitarian Coordinator Douglas Broderick, national and international NGOs (HRF 
recipients), donors, cluster leads, and HRF board members.  The mission also went to 
Yogyakarta and visited some HRF projects that responded to humanitarian needs 
following the devastating Mt. Merapi eruptions in 2010.   
 
As of the end of March, there are three ongoing HRF projects in Central Sulawesi, North 
Sumatra and East Nusa Tenggara. The projects are working with assisting disaster-
affected communities to help them meet their needs for water, non-food items and 
shelter. As the fund is depleted, OCHA is approaching potential donors to seek support 
for continuation of HRF.  
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This snapshot is prepared based on information 
provided by UN agencies, INGOs, ASEAN, the 
Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency 
(Badan Meteorologi, Klimatologi dan Geo�sika  
BMKG), the National Disaster Management Agency 
(Badan Nasional Penanggulangan Bencana  BNPB), 
the Ministry of Health (MoH), and media reports.

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Indonesia
Menara Thamrin 10th Fl., Jl. M.H. Thamrin No.3, Jakarta 10250 
Tel. 62 21 314 1308, Fax. 62 21 319 00 003

Flood

Flood and landslide

Landslide

Whirlwind

5 Events
29 Casualties or Missing
38, 891 Displaced and a�ected

35 Events
39 Casualties or Missing
464 Displaced and a�ected

77 Events
6 Casualties or Missing
753 Displaced and a�ected

Floods and landslides killed 22 people in North Sulawesi in February. About 4,220 houses were damaged, 3,832 people were temporarily displaced.  
Floods killed three people and temporarily displaced around 9,923 persons in Riau in February.
Floods killed three people and displaced around 1,145 families from six sub-districts Jayapura District, Papua.
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